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<6louce£fter£i)u'e  education  Committee, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Education  Committee. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Shire  Hall, 

Gloucester, 

2nd  April,  1929. 


I have  pleasure  in  submitting  herewith  the  Twenty-first  Annual  Report  on 
the  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  and  allied  work.  It  is  based  mainly 
on  the  results  observed  during  the  twentieth  round  of  the  Elementary  Schools 
and  the  eighth  round  of  the  Secondary  Schools. 

The  records  are  mainly  routine  in  character,  but  brief  notes  have  been 
included  on  the  results  of  an  Anthropometric  Inquiry  instituted  by  the  Board 
of  Education  in  1925  (p.  18),  and  on  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  (p.  19)  : in  the 
latter  is  given  a preliminary  note  on  the  conclusions  from  the  examinations 
conducted  by  the  Bristol  University  Cardiac  Research  Institute. 

The  arrangements  for  treatment  of  children  under  the  scheme  for  the 
Extension  of  Medical  Services  continue  to  work  very  satisfactorily  and  the 
County  Council  have  been  encouraged  thereby  to  decide  to  provide  twelve  new 
out-stations  (making  a total  of  twenty-four)  during  1929-1931.  When  these 
have  been  arranged  there  will  still  be  considerable  sparsely  populated  areas 
for  which  it  is  hoped  simple  but  effective  provision  may  be  made. 

From  the  statement  on  p.  5,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the  medical,  dental 
and  principal  nursing  staffs  there  has  been  no  change  since  1925,  except  that 
during  1928  one  additional  dentist  (Miss  Boal)  was  appointed.  There  were 
two  changes  of  County  Health  Superintendents,  one  becoming  Dental  Nurse, 
and  a second  Orthopaedic  Nurse  was  appointed.  That  the  work  of  the 
Committee  progresses  so  smoothly  is  evidence  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
various  members  of  the  staff — including  the  127  District  Nurses — carry  out 
their  duties. 


The  cordial  assistance  given  by  them,  and  by  the  Clerks  in  the  Shire 
Hall  on  whom  the  work  of  getting  out  the  matter  of  this  report  falls,  I gratefully 
acknowledge. 


I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MIDDLETON  MARTIN, 

School  Medical  Officer. 


®toentj>=ftrgt  Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 


Staff. 


• ^noim*‘7^here  has  been  no  change  in  the  Medical  Staff 
since  1J_J  which  consists  of  two  whole-time  Inspectors  and  three 

doctors,  who  are  also  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  their  respective 
areas,  namely  : — r 


Dr.  T.  F.  H.  Blake  appointed 
,,  Sarah  Wilson  ...  ,, 

„ H.  F.  W.  Adams  ,, 

,,  R.  Green  ...  tt 

,,  T.  Rhind 


1 Sept.,  1908  \ w,  . 

14  Oct.,  1916  / Whole  Time 

7 Feb.,  1921  0 

1 Sept.,  1912  > Part  Time. 

1 Feb.,  1913  J 


Denial.— The  number  of  whole-time  School  Dentists  was 
increased  by  one  during  the  year,  Miss  Agnes  Mary  Boal,  L D S 
being  appointed  from  1st  April,  1928.  The  present  staff  is  ’ 


Mr.  B.  F.  Wren  ...  appointed 
Mr.  P.  J.  Wakley  ... 

Miss  A.  M.  Boal 


1 May,  1919  J 
5 May,  1919  > Whole  Time. 

1 April,  1928  J 


Nursing  — The  nursing  work  in  the  schools  is  done  mainly 
by  District  Nurses  and  is  supervised  by  the  eight  County  Health 
superintendents,  among  whom  there  have  been  certain  changes 
during  the  year.  Their  names  are  : — 


Mrs.  A.  E.  Austin 

Miss  A.  Boyd 
Miss  M.  Brocklehurst 
,,  V.  M.  Crow 
,,  M.  H.  Griffiths 

Mrs.  F.  E.  Lyne 
Miss  J.  I.  McLauchlan 
,,  E.  Mason 
,,  D.  K.  Palin 
,,  M.  S.  Payne  ... 


appointed  21  April,  1928. 
resigned  9 Feb.,  1929. 
appointed  5 Aug.,  1916. 

„ 1 Feb.,  1929. 

,,  1 Sept.,  1925. 

,,  1 March,  1915. 

resigned  31  March,  1928. 

appointed  16  March,  1921. 

„ 30  July,  1917. 

,,  5 June,  1916. 

,,  10  March,  1919. 

„ 17  Nov.,  1923. 


0 


Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses — 

Miss  L.  Meek  ...  appointed  1 Dec.,  1927. 

„ A.  Somerfield  ...  ,,  1 April,  1927. 

Mrs.  P.  E.  Watkins  „ 1 April,  1927. 


Orthopaedic  Nurses — 

Miss  D.  A.  Rodenhurst 
„V  J.  Shepherd  ... 
Dental  Nurses — 

Miss  M.  H.  Allen  ... 

„ M.  H.  Griffiths 
,,  M.  Hunt 


22  March,  1926. 
1 Feb.,  1929. 

7 Oct.,  1919. 
1 April.  1928. 
30  Aug.,  1920. 


The  general  arrangements  have  not  been  altered  since  1916, 
but  the  number  of  District  Nurses  associated  in  the  work  has 
steadily  increased  from  75  in  that  year  to  127  in  1928.  Close 
co-ordination  with  other  branches  of  work  is  secured  in  that  all 
these  nurses  also  undertake  Health  Visiting,  etc.,  and  the  County 
Health  Superintendents  inspect  the  Nurses  as  District  Nurses 
by  arrangement  with  the  County  Nursing  Association.  The  mass 
of  work  undertaken  is  large  and  increasing,  as  shown  in  the 
following  condensed  statement  : — 


Pediculosis  Examinations. 


No.  of 

Visits 

No.  of 

Visits  to 

District 

to 

Children 

examina- 

Defective 

Nurses. 

Schools. 

examined. 

tions. 

Children. 

1921  ... 

109 

2,007 

41,947 

53,213 

3,334 

2 ... 

113 

2,312 

43,540 

53,177 

4,371 

3 ... 

117 

2,168 

47,276 

54,737 

4,901 

4 ... 

122 

2,357 

49,822 

58,065 

4,237 

5 ... 

129 

1,879 

54,650 

63,062 

4,738 

6 ... 

131 

1,799 

57,530 

64,015 

6,573 

7 ... 

127 

1,673 

55,452 

61,756 

5,272 

8 ... 

127 

1,772 

60,188 

65,121 

6,770 

In  spite  of  the  personal  difficulties  inherent  in  the  examination 
of  the  heads  of  the  children  the  work  proceeds  very  smoothly 
and  the  advantages  in  the  following-up  of  children  with  defects, 
requiring  special  attention,  by  District  Nurses  are  very  great. 


School  Hygiene. 

There  is  little  special  information  to  add  to  that  given  in 
previous  reports.  The  Medical  Inspectors  noted  in  their  routine 
reports  improvements  which  they  found  in  2 schools  during  their 
round,  and  drew  attention  to  matters  at  8 other  schools  whereby 
conditions  might  be  made  more  satisfactory.  The  latter  were 
referred  for  attention  as  they  arose. 


Medical  Inspection. 

A.  , General  Arrangements. — The  same  procedure  has  been 
followed  throughout  and  the  arrangements  worked  as  smoothly 
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as  usual.  The  visits  of  the  School  Medical  Inspectors  are  arranged 
with  the  Head  Teachers,  who  make  the  necessary  preparations. 
The  District  Nurses  attended  at  331  schools  with  the  doctors 
at  the  times  of  the  routine  visits.  An  argument  used  against  the 
employment  of  District  Nurses  for  this  purpose  is  that  owing 
to  their  general  work  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  keep  regular 
appointments  : this  has  not  been  the  experience  in  this  county 
and  in  1928  they  were  so  prevented  on  only  15  occasions.  When- 
ever District  Nurses  are  not  available  assistance  is  willingly  given 
by  the  teachers. 

B.  Places  of  Inspection. — At  402  departments  the  inspection 
was  conducted  in  one  of  the  school  rooms  : at  small  schools  the 
children  not  due  for  examination  were  sent  to  the  playground  for 
the  time  of  the  inspection.  In  13  cases  the  Teachers’  Room  was 
used,  1 Village  Room,  1 Cookery  Room,  2 Chapel  Vestries,  2 
Domestic  Science  Rooms,  and  1 Managers’  Room.  In  9 schools 
with  only  one  room  a part  was  partitioned  off  by  a curtain. 

C.  Appliances. — A standard  for  measuring  heights,  with  a 
movable  headpiece,  is  fixed  in  each  school.  The  weights  are  taken 
by  portable  steel  yards  specially  designed  by  Messrs.  Avery  and 
Co.  for  the  Committee  when  medical  inspection  was  commenced 
in  1908  : they  weigh  up  to  121  lbs.  by  ounces  and  in  practice  have 
proved  very  satisfactory.  The  steel  yards  are  tested  by  the  Inspec- 
tor of  Weights  and  Measures  each  summer,  and  rarely  there  are 
more  than  minor  matters  requiring  attention.  In  1928  the 
maximum  error  was  3 oz.  on  full  load. 

D.  Numbers  of  Children. — The  numbers  of  children  examined 
in  the  different  groups  during  the  twentieth  round  of  the  schools 
are  set  out  in  the  following  statement  : — 

No.  of  children  on  the  registers  of  422  departments 
Children  examined — 

A.  Code  Groups. 

Entrants 
Intermediates 
Leavers 

B.  Specials. 

Re-examinations 
less  examined  as  routine 


New  Specials  (not  routine)  ... 


...  40,582 


5,066 

4,263 

3,790 

13,119 

5,592 

614 

4,978 

429 

5,407 

♦ • • 

18,526 

Total  children  examined 
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In  the  following  statement  are  set  out  the  percentages  of 
children  in  average  attendance  examined  in  the  three  code  groups 
year  by  year  together  with  the  birth-rate  five  years  previously  : — ■ 


Birth  Rate.  Percentage  on  average  attendance. 

Entrants.  Intermediates.  Leavers. 


1919-20 

18.0  (1915) 

15.2 

12.4 

14.2 

1920-21 

17.9  (1916) 

12.1 

11.3 

10.7 

1921-22 

14.7  (1917) 

9.9 

11.3 

10.2 

1922-23 

15.2  (1918) 

9.9 

11.5 

10.3 

1923-24 

16.4  (1919) 

11.1 

11.2 

10.4 

1924-25 

23.8  (1920) 

13.0 

11.3 

10.0 

1925-26 

19.9  (1921) 

14.6 

9.0 

11.7 

1926-27 

18.5  (1922) 

13.4 

9.15 

11.0 

1927-28 

18.0  (1923) 

13.95 

11.8 

10.4 

All  children  who  have  been  found 

at  any  time 

to  have 

defect  are  reviewed  at  each  visit  to  the  school.  The  number  of 
these  has  remained  practically  the  same  for  several  years,  i.e. 
about  8,000  : this  is  about  one-fifth  of  the  children  on  the  registers. 
Many  of  the  conditions  bringing  children  into  this  category  may 
be  slight  but  the  provision  of  a special  card  for  any  such  case 
helps  to  ensure  that  no  child  which  might  be  the  better  for  atten- 
tion is  overlooked. 

The  average  number  of  children  examined  per  hour  is  9.8. 

Findings  of  Inspection. 

The  general  summary  of  the  results  of  the  inspection  of  the 
13,119  examined  as  “ routine  ” is  set  out  in  Table  II  at  the  end 
of  this  report  and  is  briefly  summarised  in  the  following  state- 
ment : — 


Entrants. 

Intermediates . 

Leavers. 

Total. 

No.  examined 

5,066 

4,263 

3, 

790 

13,119 

Nose  and  throat  ... 

1,409 

27.8 

982 

23.0 

544 

14.3 

2,935 

22.4 

Teeth  (over  3 decayed)  ... 

1,120 

22. S 

807 

19.0 

325 

8.6 

2,252 

17.15 

Heart  trouble 

54 

1.1 

110 

2.5 

176 

4.65 

340 

2.6 

Glandular  enlargement  . . . 

334 

6.6 

250 

5.85 

145 

3.8 

729 

5.55 

Vision  (6/12  and  worse) 

R.  eye 

9 

2.6 

200 

4.8 

193 

5.1 

402 

4.85 

External  eye 

151 

3.0 

114 

2.7 

84 

2.2 

349 

2.7 

Defective  Hearing  (R.)  ... 

28 

.55 

53 

1.2 

54 

1.4 

135 

1.0 

Ear  discharge 

97 

1.9 

77 

1.8 

68 

1.8 

242 

1.8 

Skin  disease 

68 

1.3 

41 

1.0 

33 

.9 

142 

1.1 

Deformities 

88 

1.7 

60 

1.4 

46 

1.2 

194 

1.5 

Bronchial  catarrh  ... 

100 

2.0 

21 

.5 

11 

.29 

132 

1.0 

Anaemia 

17 

.34 

27 

.6 

18 

.5 

62 

.5 

Others 

70 

1.4 

81 

1.9 

153 

4.04 

304 

2.3 

Total  ... 

3,545 

2,823 

1,850 

8,218 
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Of  the  13,119  children  examined,  6,747  or  51  per  cent., 
presented  no  defect  of  special  note  : this  is  almost  the  same 
proportion  as  was  observed  during  the  past  ten  years.  The 
remaining  6,372  children  (49  per  cent.)  were  reported  to  have 
8,218  defects — an  average  of  about  5 for  every  4 children,  which  is 
the  same  as  in  each  of  the  past  two  years.  In  general,  the  pro- 
portions of  children  departing  from  normal  in  different  ways 
varies  little  from  year  to  year  and  even  in  a long  series  of  results 
but  slight  changes  are  noted  except  with  respect  to  a few  conditions 
amongst  which  may  be  mentioned  pediculosis  and  valvular  affec- 
tion of  the  heart.  In  comparing  area  with  area  or  even  the 
results  for  the  same  area  at  different  periods,  the  personal  equation 
of  the  examiners  is  a factor  which  must  be  carefully  remembered. 
In  this  county  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  inspectorate  for 
8 years,  making  the  records  for  that  period  strictly  comparable. 

The  defects  most  common  among  children  on  entering  the 
schools  are  obstructive  condition  of  the  air  passages  (about  one- 
quarter  of  all  children),  and  serious  defect  of  vision  (about  1 in 
30).  During  school  life  the  proportion  of  defects  of  special 
senses  increases — of  vision  by  about  one-third,  and  of  hearing  by 
about  one-half.  Also  by  the  time  of  leaving  school  the  differences 
of  children  in  mental  development  are  more  marked  : thus  among 
entrants  less  than  1 per  cent,  are  noted  as  being  dull  and  backward, 
but  by  the  time  of  leaving  school  the  proportion  has  increased 
to  2 per  cent. 

The  most  encouraging  evidence  of  improvement  in  the 
condition  of  the  children  is  found  on  examining  the  pediculosis 
records  over  a period  of  years. 

Pediculosis. 

The  results  of  the  School  Nurses’  examinations  of  the  heads  of 
the  children  in  1928  are  set  out  fully  in  Table  B at  the  end  of  the 
Report.  During  the  year  even  more  work  in  this  connection  was 
undertaken  than  in  any  previous  year  during  which  these  examina- 
tions have  been  conducted,  and  the  following  statement  indicates 
the  amount  of  work  done  since  1916  : — 

No.  of  Children. 


Departments 

Examina- 

No. 

No. 

Percentage. 

visited. 

tions. 

examined. 

infected. 

infected. 

191(3  ... 

...  251 

39,582 

26,175 

4,257 

16.3 

7 ... 

...  249 

31,197 

22,192 

3,445 

15.5 

8 ... 

...  276 

31,480 

24,854 

3,172 

12.8 

9 ... 

...  239 

25,067 

19,378 

2,299 

11.9 

1920  ... 

...  370 

42,433 

32,705 

4,627 

14.1 

1 ... 

...  491 

53,213 

41,947 

5,832 

13.9 
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No.  of 

Children. 

Departments 

Examina- 

No. 

No. 

Percentage 

visited. 

tions. 

examined. 

infected. 

infected. 

1922  ... 

...  516 

53,177 

43,540 

5,122 

11.8 

3 ... 

...  579 

54,737 

47,276 

4,911 

10.4 

4 ... 

...  597 

58,065 

49,822 

5,108 

10.3 

5 

...  669 

63,062 

54,650 

5,310 

9.7 

6 ... 

...  692 

64,015 

57,530 

4,816 

8.3 

7 ... 

...  672 

61,756 

55,452 

3,842 

6.9 

8 ... 

...  731 

65,121 

60,188 

4,321 

7.2 

In  these  thirteen  years  the  improvement  effected  is  indicated 
by  the  fact  that  for  every  100  children  found  infected  in  1916 
only  42  were  discovered  to  have  pediculosis  on  their  heads  in  1928. 
An  examination  of  the  records  of  the  medical  inspection  is  of 
interest  as  showing  where  the  improvement  has  mainly  taken 
place  ; from  them  it  appears  that  the  children  in  the  schools  in 
the  rural  districts  are  at  a great  advantage,  the  proportion  of 
infected  children  being  reduced  from  100  to  less  than  10,  while  in 
the  schools  in  the  urban  districts  the  reduction  is  only  to  20. 
An  encouraging  sign  is  that  the  older  girls  seem  now  to  pay  atten- 
tion to  the  cleanliness  of  their  hair  and  that  public  opinion  on 
the  matter  has  been  created  in  the  schools.  It  does  not,  however, 
appear  to  have  penetrated  to  the  homes  to  the  same  extent,  for 
though  there  has  also  been  great  improvement  among  infants — 
it  is  not  so  noticeable  as  among  the  older  children. 

The  Committee,  in  the  earl^  part  of  1928,  agreed  to  purchase 
a supply  of  Sacker’s  Hygienic  Nit  Combs  and  to  supply  them  at  a 
reduced  price  to  parents  who  required  them.  One  gross  of  the 
Combs  were  distributed  amongst  the  eight  County  Health  Superin- 
tendents and  the  great  majority  of  these  have  since  been  sold. 

The  Cleansing  Station  opened  at  Stroud  in  1925  was  only 
used  on  two  occasions  during  the  course  of  the  year,  two  children 
being  cleansed  by  the  District  Nurse. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Minor  infectious  diseases  were  about  as  prevalent  in  1928  as 
in  the  previous  year,  but  the  incidence  varied  in  some  degree  : 
thus,  there  was  less  scarlet  fever  but  more  measles  and  whooping 
cough.  3,707  cases  of  measles,  and  1,593  cases  (the  highest 
number  since  1919)  of  whooping  cough,  were  reported.  Chicken- 
pox  (1,230)  was  also  slightly  higher  than  in  1927,  but  the  figures 
for  this  complaint  have  varied  very  little  during  the  past  ten  years. 

As  regards  infectious  skin  conditions,  the  number  of  cases  of 
impetigo  (364)  was  the  highest  on  record  with  two  exceptions 


11 


during  the  past  10  years.  On  the  other  hand  there  was  a con- 
siderable drop  in  the  number  of  cases  of  ringworm  and  scabies. 
All  cases  reported  are  followed-up  by  the  nurses,  with  a view  to 
the  necessary  treatment  being  given  at  the  Out-Stations  or  under 
medical  advice  in  their  own  homes  where  Out-Stations  are  not 
available.  The  average  number  of  attendances  lost  per  case  on 
account  of  these  complaints  showed  but  little  difference  to 
previous  years  so  far  as  impetigo  and  scabies  were  concerned, 
but  owing  to  the  prolonged  absence  of  several  cases  of  ringworm 
in  the  Stroud  neighbourhood,  the  average  attendances  lost  were 
higher  than  the  two  previous  years. 

A considerable  number  of  ringworm  cases  occurred  in  the 
Stroud  Urban  District  during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and 
arrangements  were  made  whereby  the  children  received  daily 
treatment  at  the  Cleansing  Station  in  Lansdown.  Dr.  Green,  the 
School  Medical  Inspector,  attended  periodically  and  gave  directions 
as  to  the  remedies  to  be  applied  in  individual  cases,  and  the 
treatment  was  carried  out  by  the  District  Nurse,  Miss  Heybourne. 
Under  such  effective  treatment,  many  of  the  children  were  able 
to  resume  attendance  at  school  promptly,  but  there  w’ere  several 
persistent  cases,  which  necessitated  treatment  for  a prolonged 
period. 

Only  31  schools  were  closed  on  account  of  infectious  diseases, 
but  certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  92  departments  for  weeks 
of  small  attendance. 

Arrangements  for  following-up  Children  with  Defects. 

The  arrangements  for  the  supervision  of  these  children  are, 
shortly,  as  follows  : — 

1.  The  School  Medical  Inspectors  make  out  lists  of  children 
after  each  visit  to  the  school. 

2.  The  lists  are  sent  to  the  School  Nurse,  Children’s  Care 
Committee  (where  there  is  one)  or  to  the  Official  Corre- 
spondents. 

3.  Reports  on  the  respective  cases  are  received,  generally 
from  the  Nurses. 

4.  In  areas,  accessible  to  Out  Stations,  reports  are  made 
monthly  with  a view’  to  each  case  receiving  appropriate 
treatment. 

5.  When  difficulty  is  experienced  in  getting  parents  to 
appreciate  the  importance  of  giving  treatment  to  any 
child  and  the  efforts  of  local  persons  and  of  the  School 
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Medical  Officer  have  proved  unsuccessful,  the  assistance 
of  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Children  is  invoked. 

The  assistance  of  the  District  Nurses  in  this  work  is  particu- 
larly valuable  partly  because  they  can  keep  the  children  so 
closely  under  supervision,  and  also  largely  from  their  influence 
with  the  parents.  Not  only  do  the  nurses  assist  in  this  way  but, 
further,  in  many  cases  they  actually  carry  out  the  treatment 
recommended  in  the  homes  of  the  children  : unfortunately  full 
information  of  the  extent  of  this  work  is  not  available,  largely 
because  the  nurses  take  much  of  it  as  part  of  their  ordinary 
district  work.  It  is,  however,  one  of  the  great  advantages  of  the 
co-operation  between  the  Education  Committee  and  the  District 
Nursing  Associations. 


Treatment. 

The  facilities  available  for  the  treatment  of  defects  include 
medical  practitioners,  hospitals  and  the  arrangements  under  the 
Scheme  for  the  Extension  of  Medical  Services,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  District  Nurses. 


The  hospitals  and  out-stations  under  the  Scheme  available 
during  1928  were  : — 

General  Hospitals  ...  Bath  and  Bristol  (for  approved  eye,  ear,  nose  and 

throat  cases  only),  Cheltenham,  Gloucester  and 
Stroud. 

Special  Hospitals  ...  Cossham  Hospital,  Gloucester  Children’s  Hospital 

and  Stratford-on-Avon  and  Chepstow  Hospitals 
(for  eye,  throat  and  ear  cases  only). 

Out-Stations — 

Cottage  Hospitals  ...  Almondsbury,  Berkeley,  Chipping  Sodbury,  Ciren- 
cester, Fairford,  Lydney,  Moreton-in-Marsh, 

1 ewkesbury  and  Winckcombe  (eye  cases  only). 


Special  Buildings 


Chipping  Campden,  Cinderford,  Soundwell  and 
Thornbury. 


The  general  progress  of  the  work  done  under  the  Scheme  is 
shown  in  the  following  condensed  statement,  which  deals  only 
with  school  children.  There  is  now  a tendency  for  greater 
increase  of  work  among  infants  under  5 years  of  age,  tke&  limits 
with  respect  to  school  children  in  the  areas  at  present  covered 
by  out-stations  appearing  to  have  been  reached  and  the  numbers 
tending  to  remain  stationary. 
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1921-22. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

1926. 

1927. 

1928. 

lo.  of  Out-Stations 

8 

8 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

12 

(about  8 months) 

Openings  of  Out-Stations  : 

Routine 

225 

407 

407 

420 

442 

533 

571 

559 

Intermediate  ... 

— 

— 

— 

280 

289 

603 

501 

658 

-rases  seen  ... 

272 

942 

1,566 

1,954 

2,132 

3,161 

3,394 

3,871 

attendances 
.verage  attendance  at 

758 

2,282 

4,239 

5,326 

5,443 

10,768 

8,618 

10,368 

Routine  openings 

3.3 

5.6 

10.6 

9.9 

9.6 

13.8 

9.0 

11.8 

pecialist  cases  : 

Vision  ... 

121 

489 

692 

617 

706 

974 

1,048 

1,170 

Ear,  nose  and  throat 

48 

210 

374 

730 

888 

1,095 

1,260 

1,641 

Orthopaedic  ... 

— 

— 

25 

48 

66 

170 

140 

178 

Throat  operations 

56 

159 

312 

386 

556 

611 

717 

832 

Spectacles  obtained  ... 

24 

169 

428 

325 

361 

550 

581 

670 

Tlie  Medical  Services  Committee  have  been  encouraged  by 
the  success  of  their  arrangements,  both  as  regards  the  progress 
of  work  and  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  done,  that  they  have 
decided  to  enlarge  the  arrangements  so  that  the  whole  County 
may  be  covered. 

In  the  original  arrangement  of  the  Scheme  put  forward  in 
1920  it  was  proposed  that  there  should  be  51  Out-Stations  but, 
in  the  8 years  which  have  elapsed  since  that  time,  there  has  been 
a great  development  in  transport  facilities  in  the  County  and  it 
would  now  appear  that  it  could  be  covered  adequately  with  a 
smaller  number  of  centres.  It  was,  therefore,  proposed  that  the 
programme  to  be  carried  out  in  the  next  3 years  shall  be  the 
opening  of  12  new  out-stations — 4 in  connection  with  the  Cottage 
Hospitals  at  Bourton-on-the- Water,  Hambrook,  Tetbury  and 
Winchcombe  and  8 new  or  adapted  buildings  at  Coleford,  Dursley, 
Marshfield,  Newent,  Newnham,  Northleach,  Tidenham  and 
Wotton-under-Edge.  The  four  places  to  be  provided  in  1929 
are  Bourton-on-the-Water,  Coleford,  Dursley  and  Hambrook. 

When  these  have  been  arranged,  there  will  be  28  centres 
including  the  General  Hospitals  at  Bristol,  Cheltenham,  Gloucester 
and  Stroud.  There  are  nine  other  places  for  which  treatment 
centres  are  suggested,  but  it  is  not  anticipated  that  the  amount 
of  work  to  be  done  at  them  will  be  so  great  as  to  necessitate  the 
provision  of  a special  building.  All  that  is  required  is  some 
centre  at  which  individual  children  or  small  groups  could  be  seen  : 
a possible  arrangement  which,  it  would  appear,  would  meet  all 
requirements,  would  be  to  arrange  with  District  Nursing  Associa- 
tions that  in  the  Nurses’  Home  a room  should  be  provided  for  the 
purpose,  as  was  proposed  at  one  time  in  connection  with  a new 
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Home  at  Lechlade.  This  would  be  neutral  ground  under  the 
control  of  a Local  Committee  with  which  the  County  Council 
could  make  suitable  arrangements. 

As  was  mentioned  last  year,  useful  as  is  the  work  already 
undertaken,  there  is  scope  for  development  in  various  directions  : 
thus  more  centres  are  required  for  surgical  examination  and 
intermediate  treatment,  especially  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
county,  and  provision  for  education  simultaneously  with  treat- 
ment for  children  who  cannot  attend  an  elementary  school. 
As  regards  the  latter,  for  cases  due  to  tuberculosis,  such  provision 
is  made  in  the  surgical  block  at  the  Standish  House  Tuberculosis 
Institution,  and  the  Education  Committee  have  agreed  to  send 
one  or  two  other  children  to  an  existing  special  school  : some  of  the 
needs  will  be  met  in  this  way. 

The  appointment  of  the  second  Orthopaedic  Nurse  will 
enable  a larger  number  of  Out-Stations  to  be  used  for  intermediate 
treatment  in  the  south  of  the  county,  but  it  will  be  necessary  to 
consider  in  what  manner  the  treatment  can  be  supervised  by  an 
orthopaedic  surgeon  and  such  operative  treatment  as  may  be 
necessary  can  be  arranged. 

There  were  eighteen  further  places  for  which  originally  Out- 
Stations  were  suggested,  but  their  needs  could  be  met  either  by 
such  modified  centres  in  Nurses’  Homes  or  in  the  travelling  facili- 
ties gradually  being  enlarged  by  the  development  of  motor- 
omnibus  services. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

The  arrangements  for  this  branch  of  work  during  1928  were 
the  same  as  those  set  out  in  my  report  for  the  previous  year, 
namely  : — 

1.  Information  as  to  cases  is  received  from  various  sources 
and,  as  to  infants,  in  increasing  numbers  from  Health 
Visitors.  The  names  are  entered  on  a card  index  register 
and  this  now  contains  entries  of  861  cases. 

2.  Cases  are  reviewed  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  of  the 
Cheltenham  General  Hospital  at  the  Hospital  and  at 
seven  Out-Stations,  and  copies  of  his  reports  are  sent  to 
the  usual  medical  attendants  and  nurses  concerned. 

3.  The  cases  are  kept  under  supervision  by  the  Surgeon 
and  two  whole-time  Orthopaedic  Nurses,  the  former 
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visiting  Out-Stations  quarterly  and  the  latter  weekly. 
The  Nurses  also  see  as  many  cases  as  possible  in  their 
homes. 

4.  Treatment  is  given  in  the  Hospital  and  at  the  Out- 
Stations.  All  operative  work  is  done  in  the  former, 
where  the  Committee  have  reserved  six  beds.  Inter- 
mediate treatment  is  given  by  the  Orthopaedic  Nurses 
at  the  Out-Stations  and  to  a limited  extent  in  the  homes. 
Efforts  are  made  to  interest  District  Nurses  in  this  work, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  be  able  to  give  increasing 
assistance  in  the  supervision  of  remedial  exercises,  care 
of  appliances,  etc. 

5.  Efforts  are  made  to  encourage  children  to  lead  as  normal 
a life,  including  attendance  at  school,  as  possible  : beyond 
this  it  has  been  possible,  so  far,  to  do  very  little  in  the 
way  of  providing  occupation  (hand  work,  etc.)  for  chil- 
dren not  able  to  attend  school,  but  it  is  hoped  in  time 
to  discover  some  one  person  who  will  be  willing  to  help 
in  this  direction  with  respect  to  each  child.  Some 
children  would  be  suitable  for  a special  school,  and  it 
was  desired  that  provision  should  be  made  for  them  in 
the  pavilion  for  surgical  cases  in  the  tuberculosis  institu- 
tion : this  proved  impracticable  owing  to  the  special 
constitution  of  the  Joint  Committee  for  Tuberculosis. 
The  only  existing  school  for  physically  defective  children 
in  the  County  is  that  at  St.  Rose’s  Convent,  Stroud, 
where  very  good  work  is  done  : so  far  no  cases  have 
been  sent  by  the  Education  Committee,  partly  in  view 
of  the  cost. 

The  immediate  developments  include  the  addition  of  a second 
orthopaedic  nurse  (from  1st  February,  1929)  and  the  provision  in  the 
estimates  of  the  Committee  for  the  education  of  one  or  two 
children  in  a special  school  for  the  Physically  Defective. 

The  numbers  of  examinations  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon 
in  1927  and  1928  were  699  and  749  respectively.  These  include 
children  of  all  ages  and  it  is  particularly  satisfactory  that  of  the 
390  cases  under  treatment  during  1928,  212  were  below  the  age 
of  5 years  and  that  the  proportion  of  infants  is  increasing. 

The  defects  from  which  the  390  children  were  reported  to  be 
suffering  were  : — 
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Paralytic — 

Infantile  paralysis 

Spastic  paralysis 

Acute  poliomyelitis 
Muscular  paralysis 

Rickets  ... 

Spine — Scoliosis  and  kyphosis 
Hip  Joint — 

Congenital  dislocation 
Perthe’s  disease  ... 
Tuberculosis  of  Hip 
Old  Infection 

Knees  and  Leys — 

Bow  legs 

Knock  knees 
Knee  joint 

Feet — 

Flat  foot  ... 

Club  foot  ... 

Pes  Cavus  ... 

Hammer  toes 

Hare  Lip  and  cleft  palate 
Various  ... 


49 

9 

1 

1 

— 60 

1 

17 


7 

6 

1 

1 


75 

21 

2 

— 98 


89 

27 

7 

8 

— 131 

14 
54 


390 


The  arrangements  under  which  children  can  be  examined 
by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  and  can  have  intermediate  treatment 
by  the  Orthopaedic  Nurses  at  the  Out-Stations  prove  very  useful. 
The  numbers  of  attendances  in  1927  and  1928  were 


Out  Station. 

For  examination 

For  treatment 

by  Surgeon. 

by  Nurse. 

1927 

1928 

1927 

1928 

Berkeley 

74 

102 

217 

297 

Chipping  Campden 

69 

83 

220 

208 

Cinderford 

125 

95 

234 

220 

Cirencester 

120 

130 

228 

382 

Lydney 

59 

147 

75 

228 

Tewkesbury 

62 

78 

322 

3uy 

Thornbury 

32 

25 

46 

53 

Totals 

Results  of  Treatment. 

541 

660 

1,342 

1,697 

The  earliest  information  of  the  result  of  the  attention  of 
parents  being  drawn  to  defects  of  children  is  derived  from  the 
reports  of  the  Nurses  and  Children’s  Care  Committees  which  are 
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received  about  a month  after  each  inspection.  Thus  of  2,661 
children,  attending  374  departments,  1,025  had  already  received 
attention  which  was  regarded  as  satisfactory  in  973  cases. 

In  areas  covered  by  Out-Stations,  the  children  are  reported 
on  monthly  with  a view  to  all  cases  receiving  treatment.  On 
the  first  reports  only  708  of  1,953  children  had  been  treated  but 

by  the  end  of  the  year  the  untreated  cases  had  been  reduced 
from  1,245  to  348. 


All  children,  thus  referred,  are  re-examined  by  the  Medical 
Inspectors  at  their  next  visits  to  the  respective  schools  Of 
3 755  children,  it  was  found  that  3,369  had  been  treated  and  that 
the  condition  had  been  remedied  in  1,012  instances  and  improved 
m 1,593  instances.  The  following  is  a brief  statement  with  respect 
to  certain  conditions  in  greater  detail  : — 


Nose  and 
throat. 


No. 

0/ 

/o 

Children  referred 

1,070 

Treated  : 

Under  Scheme 

418 

39.0 

Otherwise 

412 

38.6 

Total  ... 

830 

77.6 

Result : 

Remedied 

454 

54.7 

Improved 

314 

37.8 

Unchanged 

62 

7.5 

Ear 

Skin 

Deformi- 

disease. 

disease. 

ties. 

No.  % 

No. 

o/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

94  — 

95 

119 

53  56.5 

36 

37.9 

63 

52.9 

29  30.8 

58 

61.1 

45 

37.8 

82  87.3 

94 

99.0 

108 

90.7 

36  43.9 

52 

55.4 

6 

5.6 

27  33.0 

27 

28.7 

56 

51.8 

19  23.2 

15 

15.9 

46 

42.6 

Defective 
vision. 
No.  % 
828  - 

574  68.3 
191  23.1 

765  92.4 

163  21.3 
417  54.6 
185  24.2 


When  the  facilities  offered  by  the  Treatment  Scheme  are 
enlarged,  as  is  proposed,  and  the  whole  of  the  County  is  covered 
by  Out-Stations,  the  results  should  be  even  better  and  there 
should  be  few  cases  not  treated  effectively. 


Dental  Treatment. 

This  branch  of  work  has  proceeded  as  smoothly  and  as  satis- 
factorily as  in  previous  years  and  probably  there  is  none  that  meets 
with  greater  appreciation  from  all  concerned.  Up  to  the  end  of 
the  tenth  round  of  the  schools  it  was  practicable  with  two  dentists 
to  treat  children  up  to  the  age  of  10  years  only  : in  April  1928  a 
third  dentist  (Miss  Agnes  M.  Boal,  L.D.S.)  and  a third  dental 
nurse  were  appointed  enabling  the  age  period  to  be  extended  to 
11  years.  It  is  hoped  that  it  may  be  possible  to  enlarge  the  range 
gradually  but,  meanwhile  at  a few  small  schools,  all  the  children 
are  examined  and  those  requiring  it  treated  as  far  as  possible. 

A summary  of  the  work  from  its  commencement  in  1915-16 
is  set  out  in  Table  C at  the  end  of  this  Report.  A very  encouraging 
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fact  there  brought  out  is  the  increase  in  the  proportion  of  children 
for  whom  the  parents  accepted  treatment  and  to  whom  it  was 
given  by  the  School  Dentists  from  54  per  cent,  in  1922  to  74  per 
cent,  in  1927-8. 

Special  Subjects. 

Anthropometric  Inquiry , 1925. — In  July,  1925,  the  Education 
Committee  were  invited  by  the  Board  of  Education  to  participate 
in  an  Anthropometric  Inquiry  and  the  Board  supplied  certain 
equipment  for  the  purpose.  In  connection  therewith  Dr.  Blake 
made  the  desired  observations  on  103  children  in  the  Northleach 
(16),  Warmley  (26)  and  West  Dean  (61)  Rural  Districts.  The 
preliminary  results  were  received  from  the  Board  of  Education 
on  11th  January,  1929,  comparing  the  average  height  and  weight 
of  the  Gloucestershire  Children  with  those  for  the  whole  group 
of  24,000  children  examined  in  connection  with  the  inquiry. 

The  general  results  are  : — 

1 . The  Gloucestershire  boys  are  about  1 / 3 inch  and  the 

girls  about  1 /5  inch  below  the  average  height,  and 

2.  the  Gloucestershire  boys  are  about  10  oz.  above  and  the 

girls  about  3 oz.  below  the  country  averages. 

The  final  conclusion  given  is  that  the  Gloucestershire  figures 
do  not  depart  significantly  from  the  averages. 

It  will  have  been  noted  that  over  half  of  the  Gloucestershire 
children  specially  examined  live  in  the  West  Dean  Rural  District. 
At  the  request  of  the  then  Chairman  of  the  School  Attendance  and 
Medical  Inspection  Sub-Committee  (Mr.  Sawyer)  records  were 
kept  in  1909-1911  of  the  height  and  weight  statistics  for  the  Forest 
children  separately  from  those  for  the  rest  of  the  County  and  the 
conclusion  reached  at  the  end  of  1911  was  that 

“ the  children  of  the  Forest  of  Dean — both  boys  and  girls — 
are  of  slightly  lower  stature  and  also  slightly  less  in  weight 
than  the  children  in  the  remainder  of  the  County  ; the 
difference  is  slight  and  with  respect  to  weight  is  less  marked 
than  with  respect  to  height,  and  is  most  evident  in  the  case 
of  girls,  especially  over  the  age  of  10  years.” 

Possibly  the  slight  differences  observed  by  the  Anthropo- 
metric Committee  of  the  Board  of  Education  are  explained  by  the 
racial  character  of  the  Forest  children. 
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Rheumatic  Heart  Disease. — In  the  Report  for  1927  a brief 
note  was  made  on  this  condition  and  included  a reference  to  the 
special  enquiry  proposed  to  be  made  in  the  Counties  of  Gloucester- 
shire, Somersetshire  and  Wiltshire  and  the  contained  County 
Boroughs. 

It  was  there  mentioned  that  in  the  course  of  the  survey 
of  the  children,  varying  proportions  were  found  presenting  signs 
consistent  with  organic  disease  of  the  heart  which  may  be  due  to 
attacks  mild  or  severe — of  some  acute  rheumatic  affection  or 
which  may  have  no  particular  significance.  The  conditions  under 
which  the  examinations  are  made  in  the  schools  are  not  ideal  for 
exact  diagnosis,  but,  in  connection  with  the  Bristol  University 
Centre  of  Cardiac  Research  covering  the  above  area,  the  affected 
children  are  now  being  grouped  at  the  Out-Stations  for  examina- 
tion by  the  group  of  physicians  undertaking  the  research.  Up  to 
the  31st  March,  1929,  only  56  children  in  this  County  had  been 
so  examined  but  it  is  hoped  that  all  will  be  reviewed  within  a short 
time. 

A very  important  outcome  of  these  special  examinations  is 
the  large  proportion  of  the  cases  in  which  the  signs  are  found  to 
possess  no  particular  significance  with  the  results  that  the  children 
can  be  released  from  the  restrictions  essential  for  those  with 
definite  organic  disease  of  the  heart.  The  figures  available  for 
this  County  are  at  present  small,  but  the  work  has  been  under- 
taken in  Bristol  for  many  months  and  the  following  summary  is 
based  mainly  on  the  examination  of  the  Bristol  children.  A total 
of  669  were  examined  and  as  a result  of  the  special  examination 
were  grouped  as  follows  : — 


Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

..  407 

No  Organic  Disease  ... 

..  198 

Congenital 

..  59 

Various 

5 

669 

y 

<vf 

The  research  includes  detailed  information  of  the  historv  and 
environment  of  the  children,  but  it  will  be  some  time  before  it  is 
practicable  to  prepare  a considered  statement  which  will  throw 
light  on  the  causation  of  the  condition. 

The  preliminary  examination  of  the  records  with  respect 
to  this  condition  set  out  in  the  last  report  gave  an  interesting 
indication  of  a cycle  with  respect  to  rheumatic  infection  (whatever 
that  term  includes)  in  that  there  was  a steady  fall  in  the  proportion 
of  children  on  beginning  school  life  affected  from  1921  onwards. 
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The  fall  continued  in  1928,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  first  column 
in  the  following  statement  : — 

Percentage  of  children  presenting  signs  consistent  with  Organic 
Disease  of  the  Heart. 


1920 

1 

2 

3 

4 
6 
6 

7 

8 


Entrants. 

Leavers. 

6.6 

9.7 

6.8 

4.6 

4.85 

9.7 

4.55 

9.5 

3.4 

10.1 

2.4 

7.2 

1.7 

5.65 

1.6 

5.3 

1.1 

4.65 

The  figures  for  “ leavers,”  that  is  for  children  examined  about 
12  years,  are  also  given,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that,  as  would 
be  expected,  the  fall  in  the  incidence  among  them  began  a few 
years  later  than  amongst  entrants  and  has  continued  until  the 
percentage  in  1928  is  about  the  same  that  it  was  among  entrants 
in  1922-3.  What  may  be  the  exact  significance  of  this  observa- 
tion is  not  certain,  but  it  does  indicate  that,  as  with  infectious 
conditions  generally,  there  is  a cjnde  with  respect  to  heart  affections 
confirming  the  suggestion  that  the  cause  of  this  condition  is  also 
an  infective  process.  It  would  appear  that  the  wave  w7as  at  its 
height  amongst  the  group  of  children  born  about  1912-14  and  that 
the  generations  following  were  less  affected  year  by  year. 

It  may  be  noted  that  the  examinations  on  which  the  above 
figures  are  based  were  made  by  the  same  set  of  examiners,  so  that 
the  factor  of  personal  equation  was  constant  throughout.  The 
records  for  future  years  may  throw  interesting  light  on  the  matter. 


Physical  Training. 

No  special  provision  has  been  made  for  physical  training 
beyond  the  usual  drill  and  exercises  carried  out  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  teachers. 

The  Secretary  for  Education  reports  that  no  Courses  of 
“ Instruction  in  Physical  Exercises  ” for  teachers  were  conducted 
in  the  County  during  1928. 

Provision  of  Meals. 

The  Secretary  for  Education  reports  that  no  formal  arrange- 
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merits  were  made  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  for  the 
Provision  of  Meals  in  their  area  during  the  year  1928. 

At  a number  of  schools  there  are  voluntary  arrangements 
whereby  children  are  provided  with  food  or  drink,  and  this  action 
has  been  greatly  appreciated  by  all  concerned. 


Baths  for  Children. 

The  only  place  in  the  County  where — so  far  as  information 
has  been  given — special  bathing  arrangements  have  been  made 
for  children  is  Tewkesbury.  The  arrangements  were  initiated  in 
December,  1921,  and  have  proved  very  successful.  During  1928, 
419  children  used  the  baths  and,  from  this,  it  would  appear  that 
they  are  greatly  appreciated. 


General  Surveys. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  inspections  made,  special  visits 
were  paid  to  the  schools  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Moreton-in- 
Marsh  Out-Station.  Of  271  children  examined,  32  had  some  form 
of  skin  disease,  11  were  found  to  have  obstruction  of  the  air 
passages,  and  2 had  visual  defects. 


Blind,  Deaf,  Defective  and  Epileptic  Children. 

A numerical  return  of  these  children  is  given  in  Table  III 
at  the  end  of  this  report. 

Blind  Children. — There  are  34  children  between  5 and  16 
years  of  age  under  observation  by  the  Committee  and  the  Glouces- 
tershire County  Association  for  the  Blind.  These  children  are 
distributed  as  follows  : — 

At  certified  blind  schools  ...  is 

In  other  Institutions  and  special  guardianship  ...  ...  ...  3 

At  home,  too  ill  for  admission  to  blind  schools  ...  ...  ...  4 

Attending  public  elementary  schools  with  very  defective  vision, 

being  “ watched  ” by  visitors  14 

34 


Deaf  Children. — The  Committee  are  maintaining  18  children 
in  a special  school,  and  there  are  a further  3 under  observation,  2 
of  them  under  7 years  of  age. 
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Mentally  Defective  Children. — The  following  statement  gives 
a summary  of  the  reports  on  the  mental  condition  of  children 
examined  during  the  course  of  their  school  life  and  now  on  the 
County  register  : — 


Total  number  examined. 

Number 

Dead 

Number 

To  31s* 

To  31s£ 

7-16  yrs. 

and 

over  16  yrs. 

Dec. 

1928. 

Dec. 

on  31s< 

Left 

on  31  st 

1927. 

1928. 

Dec.,  1928. 

County. 

Dec.,  1928 

Children  suitable  for 

Instruction  in  a 

67 

Public  Elementary  Sch. 

lib 

2 

118 

50 

1 

Special  Class 

100 

2 

102 

30 

9 

63 

Special  Day  School 

69 

— 

69 

6 

3 

60 

Special  Res.  School 

226 

13 

239 

83 

28 

128 

Other  Special  Schools  . . . 

13 

1 

14 

4 

1 

9 

Children  unsuitable  for 

Instruction  in  a 

Special  School  ... 

132 

1 

133 

40 

40 

53 

Total  children  specially 
examined 

656 

19 

675 

213 

82 

380 

During  the  period  1st  January,  1928,  to  31st  December,  1928, 
2 children  were  certified  as  incapable  of  receiving  benefit  or  further 
benefit  from  instruction  in  a special  school  ; and  one  child  was 
certified  to  be  unable  to  be  instructed  in  a special  school  without 
detriment  to  the  other  children.  In  addition  4 feeble-minded 
children  who  had  been  in  special  schools  were  notified  to  the 
Local  Authority  on  attaining  the  age  of  16  years.  One  other  child 
was  notified  under  Article  3 of  the  Mental  Deficiency  (Notification 
of  Children)  Regulations. 

Epileptic  Children. — The  number  of  children  examined  by  the 
School  Medical  Inspector  and  reported  to  suffer  from  epileptic  fits 
is  35,  24  being  in  attendance  at  a school  and  7 suffering  so  seriously 
as  to  make  it  desirable  they  should  not  attend.  There  are  4 
further  children  not  in  attendance  at  any  school  awaiting  examina- 
tion as  opportunity  offers. 

No  children  are  maintained,  at  the  expense  of  the  Com- 
mittee, in  a special  school. 

Physically  Defective  Children. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  register,  compiled  mainly 
from  the  returns  of  school  attendance  officers,  of  children  not  in 
attendance  at  school,  and  of  the  causes  : — 
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SUMMARY  OF  CHILDREN  NOT  ATTENDING  SCHOOL. 


Age  5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Total. 

Mentally  Defective 

1 

2 

1 

6 

10 

4 

4 

6 

21 

55 

Paralysis  ... 

1 

6 

2 

1 

2 

4 

— 

1 

2 

19 

Cripples  

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

1 

— 

2 

3 

17 

Epileptic  

...  ...  — 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

6 

11 

Heart  Affection 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

_ 

2 

2 

10 

Delicate 

1 

3 

2 

4 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

14 

Tuberculosis 

...  ...  — 

2 

1 

— 

— 

4 

1 

1 

— 

9 

Blind  (or  Partially) 

1 

1 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

Deaf  and  Dumb  ... 

...  ...  — 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

3 

Other  Defects 

2 

4 

6 

8 

2 

5 

- 

3 

8 

38 

Totals 

8 

22 

18 

25 

17 

22 

6 

17 

46 

181 

Efforts  are  made  to  get  the  children  into  convenient  schools 
for  medical  examination,  and  nearly  all  of  them  have  been  seen 
either  in  the  schools  or  in  their  own  homes.  As  far  as  practicable 
endeavours  are  made  to  secure  effective  treatment,  especially  of 
the  physically  defective,  so  that,  if  possible,  the  respective  children 
may  have  the  advantage  of  instruction. 

Miscellaneous  Work. 

Amongst  other  work  undertaken  during  1928  was  the  follow- 
ing : — 

1.  — Sixty-one  pupil  teachers,  etc.,  were  examined  and  were 
classed  as  follows  : — 

A 1. — Free  from  physical  defect  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

A 2. — In  good  health,  but  with  some  defect  not  likely  to 

shorten  the  full  term  of  service ...  22 

B 1. — In  good  health,  but  with  some  permanent  defect  likely 

to  shorten  the  full  term  of  service 0 

B 2. — In  good  health,  but  with  some  defect  likely  to  inter- 
fere to  some  extent  with  efficiency  ...  ...  0 

B 3. — Temporarily  in  sub -normal  health,  but  may  make  a 

good  recovery  1 

C — Those  whose  physical  condition  is  such  as  to  make  them 

unfit  for  the  teaching  profession  ...  ...  ...  0 

2.  — In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  laid  down  in  their  Circular  1,169,  of  9th  July,  1920, 
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twenty-three  Supplementary  Teachers  were  medically  examined 
and  were  classed  as  follows  : — 

A 1. — Free  from  physical  defect  ...  ...  ...  •••  15 

A 2. — In  good  health,  but  with  some  defect  not  likely  to 

shorten  the  full  term  of  service  ...  ...  •••  7 

B 1. — In  good  health,  but  with  some  permanent  defect  likely 

to  shorten  the  full  term  of  service  ...  ...  1 

B 2. — In  good  health,  but  with  some  defect  likely  to  interfere 

to  some  extent  with  efficiency  ...  ...  ...  0 

B 3. — Temporarily  in  sub-normal  health,  but  may  make  a 

good  recovery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

C — Those  whose  physical  condition  is  such  as  to  make 

them  unfit  for  the  teaching  profession  ...  ...  0 

3. — Seventy  specimens  of  hair  were  examined  for  the  spores 
of  ringworm,  which  were  found  in  twenty-two  cases. 


Secondary  Schools. 

Inspection. — During  the  Summer  and  Autumn  Terms  in 
1928  all  the  18  Secondary  Schools  were  visited  by  the  whole- 
time School  Medical  Inspectors,  Dr.  Sarah  Wilson  and  Dr.  Blake, 
the  former  examining  the  girls  and  the  latter  the  boys.  Owing 
to  the  very  small  number  of  entrants  and  local  difficulties  in  making 
arrangements,  the  schools  were  not  visited  during  the  Spring  Term. 
The  work  in  the  Summer  Term  occupied  23  days,  and  in  the 
Autumn  Term  92  days,  a total  of  115  days. 


The  following  summary  shows  the  distribution  of  children 


examined  during  1928  : — 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Entrants  ... 

453 

332 

785 

12-13  years 

267 

205 

472 

13-14  „ 

335 

295 

630 

14-15  „ 

311 

232 

543 

15-16  „ 

248 

206 

454 

16-17  „ 

110 

92 

202 

17-18  „ 

37 

36 

73 

18-19  „ 

12 

12 

24 

1,773 

1,410 

3,183 

“ Specials  ” (excluding  “ Routine  ”) 

examined 

265 

189 

454 

Totals  ... 


2,038 


1,599 


3,637 
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Detailed  records  are  kept,  and  are  available,  if  desired. 

Treatment. — The  names  of  children  requiring  treatment  are 
sent  to  the  Head  Masters  and  Mistresses,  who  have  proved  most 
helpful  in  persuading  the  parents  to  give  attention  to  defects 
which  have  been  brought  to  their  notice.  Of  the  412  cases  referred 
in  the  previous  year,  398  or  96.6  per  cent,  had  had  treatment  by 
the  next  visit  of  the  School  Medical  Inspector  : 88  (20.4  per  cent.) 
were  reported  to  be  cured,  229  (57.5  per  cent.)  improved  and  88 
(22.1  per  cent.)  were  regarded  as  unchanged.  Spectacles  were 
prescribed  in  138  cases  and  all  are  reported  to  have  been  obtained. 

During  the  year  arrangements  were  again  made  for  the  two 
male  School  Dentists  to  visit  the  Secondary  Schools  for  the  purpose 
of  inspection  and  treatment  of  the  teeth  of  “ Entrants  ” only. 
690  children  were  examined  : of  the  518  requiring  attention, 
treatment  was  accepted  and  given  to  328  ; 13  “ Casuals  ” were 
also  seen  and  treatment  given  to  each  case. 


TABLE  I. 

RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 


A— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections : 

1 

Entrants  ... 

1 5,066 

Intermediates 

•••  ••• 

4,263 

Leavers  ... 

3,790 

Total  ... 

13,119 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections... 

— 

B— OTHER  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 

2,045 

Number  of  Re-Inspections 

5,592 

Total  ... 

7,637 

TABLE  m. 

bctorn  op  all  exceptional  children  in  the  area. 


a 

w 

Q 


5 

s 


Ooo  y 

§2  co 

5 §g  H 

H nca  x 

<ggS 

Hg§S 

H-w  CC 


co  co 

H 

O 

a 

u. 

w 

Q 

u. 

O 


P 

H 

Ed 

a 


© 0 
g*a 
© 

a-S 

o co 

-d 

£ ,ro 


tj  a 

S.3 

•■§  - 

o _£* 

: -?  '2 
• *j 
§3 

. rQ  <i 

ii3  2 < 

a 'd  *f3  t 


Sfl 

:>^p 

_ a _ 


H 

-33 

O 

es 

a 

H 


O 

z 


Bb* 

o 


Ed 

&- 

Ed 

Q 

Ed 

O 

H 

Z 

H 

§ 

H 

<3 

Ed 

a 

H 

I 


i ^ 

*8 

■2- 

£ 


» s > 
£ 

8 . 

fcj  *5* 


oi|  S 
■ fe  §-1 1 
■2  a w cq  <n 


1 IgS 


» a « 
■S  ~to ■« 

^ I'-  O 

111* 

<0 


w 

id 

Ed 

Q 

J 

< 

H 

Z 

Ed 

Q 

I 

Bi 

a. 

P 

o 

tf 

o 


^UO©MOWNO'Of''0 

OJOOCOlOtONCON 

CO  c-  co  CO 


a 

o 

H 


CO-  4*T  -tJT  tJH  CO 


.3 

O 

>» 


tHIOCOC^OOOJO^OJCO^J 


..  ^ 
.n|> 

> <3 


s © 

■g  &a 

m 

Pi 

9 

2^2 
& ** 

S a S' 
o g-° 

' — X3  t3 

O 

5 

© 

GO 

<3 

31 

© 

d 

5 S 

43 

««_  Pi 


-D  — 

as 


3 

o 

a 


3 

o 

.c  . 
. © . 
• Pi  • 

o 

: +>  ! 
•9  * 


]<& 


o o 

IS 

Ok 

O lO 

o co 

^ C" 


xj  Pi 

® 3 

XJ 

3 

w 


9 

3 


p 

<d 

Xl 


S -2 


p 

© 

d 

a3 

a 
® 
• a 


3 

o 

H 


5 

a 

© 

i| 

n t-> 
d © 
O Ph 


I? 

Ed 


s 

(-1 

o 

Pi 

a 

© 

H 


.1 1 
lg 


-d 

43 

o 


5 

b 

2 

o 

Pi 

a 

© 

EH 


Q 

z 

o 

o 


P 

O 

Z 

§ 

a 

Ed 

> 

Q 

Z 

< 


Ed 

as 

3 

z 

<3 

Ed 

P 

o 

Z 

P 


04 

P 

o 

« 

o 


>> 

© 

•d 

43 
^ GO 

3 | 

® S 
*S  © 

E-i 'd 


-d 

.a 

d 
© 

: 9 

3 

o 

-d  _ ^ 


■ ; a 

5 

d 

: S a 
© © 
-£  m 

d 
. d 

' T3 


^ 2?  © 


42 

3 - 
^ “ 
^ Ph 

fc 

fci 


5 ^ 

« 


2 a 

■Sssi 


H M li 

a © 

d © -2 
d-d  a 

43  2 


•f  © rz,  o +?  © 
P X3  C «-.  o S 
: d o di<3  d 

• d 3 3 

© . -s  a d X) 

_H  X3  go  o d 

2 a <!  ® B Q 

• ia  a d ja  o ^ 

°S.2.2  3< 
1 °1 &W  8 

® xl  © p d © -d 

© T*  tH  “ rt  O 

£ ,hrO  W © 43  CO 

3-3g„  s - ^ 

zi.a-gig^^ 

O 'o  *0  *0 


J.3  J -js 

Sw'* 

d d d 

Z2!  » 


a a’ 


C.  :a  :3  t» 


TABLE  A. 

SCHOOLS  CLOSED  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  DURING  1928 


/ nfection 

SCHOOl 

iS  CLOSED 

By  M.O.H. 
with 

approval  of 
S.M.O. 

By  S.M.O. 

By  R.D.C. 
and 

Managers 

Total 

Soarlet  Fever 

I 

— 



1 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Measles 

18 

— 

— 

18 

Measles  and  Chicken  Pox  ... 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

5 

— 

— 

5 

Chicken  Pox  

2 

2 

Total  ... 

29 

— 

— 

29 

TABLE  B 


PEDICULOSIS.— Following-up,  1928. 

Mixed 

Boys 

i 

Girl* 

Infants 

Total 
( All 

Departments) 

Departments 

586 

36 

37 

72 

731 

Number  of  Examinations 

47,868 

4,628 

5,263 

7,362 

65,121 

Children  examined 

45,195 

4,389 

4,299 

6,305 

60,188 

Children  infected 

3,116 

158 

449 

598 

4,321 

Percentage  infeoted 

6.9 

3.6 

10.4 

9.5 

7.2 

Cards : — 

Blue  (Mid) 

1,505 

85 

243 

330 

2,163 

Green  (Stronger) 

1,708 

67 

234 

302 

2,311 

Red  (Second  Warning) 

717 

40 

171 

148 

1,076 

Letters  (Subsequent  Warnings) 

802 

41 

173 

190 

1,206 

Children  excluded... 

303 

6 

53 

58 

420 

Prosecutions  (under  Bye-Laws)  : — 

Results: — Fines 

9 

— 

3 

4 

16 

Cautioned  

1 

— 

— 

1 

Withdrawn 

7 

— 

1 

8 

Fines  1— £1 : 5-10/- ; 10-5/-. 


TABLE  C. 

TREATMENT  OF  DENTAL  DEFECTS. 

Results  from  Commencement  of  Scheme. 


First  Inspection 
1915-16 

Age  6-8  years 

Second  Inspection 
1917-18 

Age  6-10  years 

Third  Inspection 
1919-21 

Age  6-10  years 

Fourth  Inspection  (i) 
Mar.,  1921  -Mar.,  1922 
Age  6-10  years 

Fifth  Inspection 
Feb.,  1922—  Feb.,  1923 
Age  6-10  years 

Sixth  Inspection 
Feb.  to  Dec.,  1923 
Age  6 — 10  years 

Seventh  Inspection 
Jan.  to  Nov.,  1924 
Age  6 — 10  years. 

Eighth  Inspection 
Sept.  1924  to  Sept.  1925 
Age  6 — 10  years. 

Ninth  Inspection 
Sept.  1925  to  June,  1926 
Age  6 — 10  years. 

Tenth  Inspection 
June,  1926  to  June,  1927 
Age  5 — 10  years. 

Juns  1927  to  Oct.  1928 

Age  5 — 10  years 

Part  5—11  „ 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent 

No.  Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No.  Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  Cent. 

No.  Per  Cent. 

No.  of  Departments 

364 

— 

123 

— 

452 

— 

452 

— 

445 

439 

— 

433 

- 

430 

— 

430 

— 

423 

— 

420  — 

No.  on  Registers  ... 

34,873 

- 

12,167 

- 

42,065 

— 

41,948 

— 

41,255 

— 

41,119 

— 

40,264 

— 

40,187 

— 

40,124 

— 

40,056 

— 

39,745  — 

INSPECTION. 

Children  due  for  examination 

8,518 

24.4 

6,438 

44.7 

18,927 

45.0 

18,489 

44.1 

18,183 

44.0 

17,381 

42.2 

16,114 

40.0 

15,448 

38.4 

15,170 

37.9 

20,897 

62.1 

22,849  57.6 

of  No.  on  Registers 

,,  examined 

7,877 

92.5 

6,110 

94.0 

16,936 

89.5 

16,482 

89.1 

16,060 

88.3 

15,278 

87.9 

14,420 

89.5 

13,663 

88.5 

13,356 

88.2 

18,343 

87.9 

20,529  89.5 

of  No.  due  for  Examination 

„ requiring  treatment 

4,176 

53.0 

2,673 

52.3 

10,300 

60.9 

10,341 

62.9 

9,892 

61.5 

9,709 

63.6 

8,905 

61.7 

8,793 

64.3 

8,559 

64.1 

10,981 

59.9 

13,484  65.8 

of  No.  examined 

TREATMENT. 

Children  treated  by  Sohool  Dentist 

2,274 

54.4 

1,600 

59.8 

6,144 

59.6 

5,605 

54.2 

5,339 

64.0 

5,495 

56.5 

5,419 

60.9 

5,948 

67.6 

5,729 

66.9 

7,648 

69.6 

9,944  73.7 

of  No.  requiring  treatment 

„ „ Dentist  privately 

51 

1.2 

27 

1.0 

270 

2.6 

64 

.6 

39 

.4 

34 

.4 

60 

.6 

40 

.6 

34 

.4 

22 

.2 

44  .3 



„ absent  and  left  ... 

353 

8.5 

194 

7.3 

765 

7.4 

203 

2.0 

83 

.8 

116 

1.2 

41 

.5 

32 

.4 

35 

.4 

67 

.5 

42  .3 

»>  *»  ** 

Balanoe  not  aooepting  treatment  . . . 

1,498 

35.9 

852 

31.9 

3,121 

30.4 

4,469 

43.2 

4,431 

44.8 

4,064 

41.9 

3,395 

38.0 

2,773 

31.5 

2,761 

32.3 

3,254 

29.6 

3,454  25.0 

u »»  >* 

Casuals  treated 

216 

— 

136 

— 

785 

- 

778 

- 

792 

- 

982 

— 

766 

- 

1,055  (ii)  — 

1,069  (iii) 

— 

964  (iv)  — 

954  (v)  — 

(i)  Treatment  given  on  day  of  Inspection  from  June  1921  onwards  (part  4th  Rd.)  (ii)  Including  243  in  additional  age  groups  in  52  small  Sohools.  (iii)  Including  227  in  additional  ago  groups  in  59  small  Schools.  (iv)  Including  61  in  additional  age  groups  in  20  small  Schools. 

(v)  „ 69  „ „ „ 22  „ „ 


